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after. Pherozeshah, however, would have none of it. In his opinion,
until the Council was so constituted as to represent the direct voice
of the people, it was disastrous to invest it with any powers of
taxation. He was not enamoured of non-official members. They were
sometimes more official than the officials themselves. The honour-
able member went on to say some very unpalatable home-truths,
whereupon Lord Sydenham lost his patience and interposed: " Two
minutes more, Sir Pherozeshah." " Two minutes more!" indignantly
exclaimed Pherozeshah. Well then, he said, he could not use the
previous moments better than by protesting against such an exercise
of discretion vested in His Excellency under the rules. To give
twenty minutes to a member for a general debate involving all the
heads of the Budget was simply to stop his mouth. This protest was
followed up by a long letter to the Press, of which the autocratic
Governor took occasion to disapprove at the earliest opportunity.
On another occasion, when a Bill for amending the Improvement
Trust Act was before the Council, Lord Sydenham ruled out of order
an amendment moved by Pherozeshah who, according to a news-
paper comment of that time, "knew more about constitutional
procedure than the whole box and dice of the Government of
Bombay." When Pherozeshah protested against this ruling in the
columns of the local Times, the Secretary to the Council sent him an
elaborate reply, which was also published in the Papers, refuting in
detail the contentions of the honourable member, and expressing the
regret of the President "that a member of the Legislative Council
should have thought fit to ventilate in the Press his views as to die
correctness of a ruling of the President, to whom the rules give the
sole authority to decide all points of order, and without whose con-
sent no point of order may be discussed in Council." On the subject
of the Bill for the registration of medical practitioners also, there
was more than one passage-at-arms to relieve the dullness of the
Council Chamber. The Governor had a sly dig at Pherozeshah's
attitude on the measure at the conclusion of the debate:
The Honourable Sir Pherozeshah has attacked the Bill as a
whole in one of his characteristically eloquent and vigorous
speeches. He does not object to the clauses of it, but he objects to